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A Personal Note From the Author 
Congratulations on your decision to buy an EPSON MX-80 
printer! In my opinion, it is the best dollar-value on the 
printer market today. 

"WHO NEEDS A LEARNER'S MANUAL FOR A PRINTER?" 
The answer — ALMOST EVERYONE EXCEPT A COMPUTER 
PROFESSIONAL. 

Today's printers are very sophisticated compared to those 
of even a year ago. Most are not fully utilized because the 
instructions are too vague and complicated. We're doing 
our best to eliminate that problem with the EPSON MX 
Series. 

I encourage you to learn A L L about your remarkable 
MX-80. You paid for it. Put it to work 

Dr. David A Lien 
San Diego — 1980 



Table of Contents 

] 
1 

Introduction 7 
Chapter 1: The Starting Line 9 
Chapter 2: Send it a Message 23 
Chapter 3: More Print Control Commands 35 
Chapter 4: Introduction to Graphics 41 
Chapter 5: How Dot Matrix Printing Works 47 
Chapter 6: Advanced Printing and Endless Form Control 55 
Chapter 7: Advanced Graphics 63 
Chapter 8: TRS-80 Mode and Misc 69 
Chapter 9: Switching to Foreign Language Characters 71 
Appendix A: ASCII Charts for MX-80 and TRS-80 Modes 79 
Appendix B: Control Codes 81 
Appendix C : Internal Switch Explanation Tables 83 
Appendix D: Use with Other Computers 87 
Appendix E: Use with a Radio Shack printer cable 91 
Appendix F: Special considerations for Model II TRS-80 93 
Appendix G : Character and Graphic Fonts 95 
Appendix H: Technical Specifications 99 
Appendix I: Function Codes 101 
Appendix J: Logic Block Diagram 103 
Appendix K: Pinout Signal Chart 105 
Appendix L: Data Transmission Sequence 107 
Index 109 


